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By Haith Snigder
MAAEES RELIGION WRTER

inte & synagogue looking for a place
to pray and walked out with a job.

He's walking owt again,

Michels came to town, guitar in hand,
chasing a familiar dream. He wanted 1o
write songs and perform them st the
Bluebird Cafe. He was young and very
enthusiastic.

Bichols nlso wanted a spiritual
anchor

And when Rabbi Ken Kanter diseow-
ebed Michols had wered as a cantorial
aalaist at a Morth Carolina synagogue, ho
hired him an the spot to lead worship
sErvices ab Congregation Micah,

*1 fgured [ needed A roof over my
head and I'd still be using my volee,”
Nichels says. "So | ok the job."

Meanwhile, e nurtared the dream,

Mow, Nichels has Minished culting The
Dy After Thrmorrowy, a project he
deseribes as nirospective narratives of
my veal and ped-so-real 1" and per-
haps the beginning of a yale caresr,

He lsi'l seaved about quitting his day
julr al Congregation Micah, and he's itch-
ing to perform the new material. He's

F-:nur years ago, Dan Michols walked

Singer-songwriter’s leap of faith leads
from synagogue to solo career

loss thrilled abaut shopping the album
to music labels.

“I don't kenasw | my sl is kidradio
material," he saya over a cup of hazelnut
coffee in his Bellevue aparment. "I
nobody wants o play it o shys, 'we just
don't get this,” I go Lo canterial school,”

Michals, 28, Anishes at Congregation
Micah this month

He admits cantor-turned-rocker isn't
Lhe typical career path. Nor is it the one
he intendad.

He picked up the guilar ot & Jewish
summer camp when be was a leen-ager,
than played with a college hand that
vetasionally opened for Hootie and the
Blowflsh while he Mnisled a musie
diegres at University of Morth Carolina,
Omen he graduated, a rabbl asked
Michols to lead serviees and teach ehil-
dren at a Raform synagogue in Raleigh,
where he lived at the tme.

Nichols, who alac teaclses music at
Westmlnater Schasl in Mashville, SAYE
he's energized by the enthusinsm he
finds in kids at the school and syna-

nfE

“Whethar I'mn teaching them Hebrew,
Jewish songs or Torah stories — or just
pansing on the joy of heing Jewish —
they're so open,” he says. “[1's a beawtl-
Tul, pure thing and [ cherish it."

His own playful side is apparent in
his music, which mixes sarlous tenes
ad edpy, olten whimsical arrangements

One of the new songs, The visihle
M, is a two-minute earmival of sound
layeresd over lyrics aboul the effects of
erime. Another sang, High and Dry, nar-
rnfes the odd, frustrating dones of lavers
who can't seem to deal with the same
problem at the same time.

“It's like Legos” Michols savs of his
songaTiting. “1 was tofally into Legos
and Mleronauls as a kid.

I dom’t 1.'h1l1l: I'm manke-depressive,
bast I'm elose."

There's nothing religiows in his solo
material — not even anything oxplicithy
Jewish — anllke the CO he and friend
Mason Cooper released two yesrs ago
with their band El8higen. Several of
those songs had Hebrew lyrles and one,
Candlli, tells Chrislians trying to convert
Jews, "Twish | were a candle that |
could make light of you,"

“Both my parents chose Judaism so 1
wasn't born into 1t he says, “T'm 8 Jew
by chodee, It's a very reflective declslon.
But I'vé made that decision and T wish
people wauld respect that ™

ElEhteen’s more anbiguous sangs
could be about the relationships of
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Dan Nichols |s trading In his |ife 83 & cantos Tor Uhe pursult of his roch 'n° roll dreems.
Behind him is his co-producer "Yold"

Nichols also met his lances, Elysha
Eonicov at 8 summer eamp — as well as
thae rabbi who will marry them in Magy,

York or Los Angeles. His first shock was
showing up for an audition at the
Bluebird and seeing a line of maybe 200

lovers or about the relationships of
humans and God, he BYE.

Tl braind still plays at colleges and
belare Jewish erowds and youth cagps,
where Nichols muna the kind of work
shops that god him exclted abaut musie
85 a kid

“It's blissful, It's beaatiful. Is 4 tofal-
ly cool Jewish exporience,” he says of

the cam

HNichols says ke settled on Mashville played =
beeanese he grew up oside ¥
Indiamapolis and Ogured he'd gel

ather alngers.
“They wanted to haar ane verss and a

ehorus,” he says. "1 focged what | even

While musgie and performanes can't

chewead up by the music seene in New
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be separated entirely even in
ks camlorial ginging. Michoks says
that seiling is different.

I have (o know whats ahead —
that | have o go up a seventh and
it's ganaa ke hard, [ gotta know the
Hebrew. 1 gotta know what's going
on in the Jewish world and in Uhe
congregation,™ he says

"Hiil the spollighkl can'l be G
mi. 1t"s worship, 'm focused on
the Iurgy and trying to gl people
o o pace whern they're deeply in

Please soe SINGER, page D2

prayer.”

‘When hes playing in a club, he
wants the crawd to study his quirks
amd move inla the dark cormers of
hia mind. And be likes it loud

“Wear earplags,” he warne

I the career flzzbes, he'll move
om, be says. He can still teach, And
there's shways graduate school and
the lLife of an ordained cantor.

"My goal ksa't Lo get signed 10
to write good stull. Asd [ love Lo
perform,” he says. "I canlor
school happens, that's a 24-7 thing.
Thial's serimes.”
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